FIG1
The patient is one of five sisters, of whom four a-re alive. She has seven children, of whom six are alive. Her mother died at the age of 50, cause unknown, and her father at 80, of some abdominal complaint. There is no history of any nervous, mental, or similar complaint in the family. She was born, and has lived, in the South of England.
On examination, patient is well nourished and of normal intelligence.
She reads much and amuses herself in a normal way. The facial mnuscles are contracted so as to give rise to a spastic smile. The upper and lower muscles of the face are both affected. The smile is aggravated by observation and by performing such actions as those of showing her tongue, &c. (fig. 1 ). The spasm can be controlled and ceases during sleep, but the naso-labial folds are permanently very pronounced. The articulation is very imperfect as a rule, but at times she can speak almost normally. The tongue is rather large and undergoes ceaseless rolling movements within the mouth. It appears to be too large for the mouth, and to prevent proper articulation by getting below the lower jaw. The jaw itself is normal. The right upper extremity is in a state of constant, fairly rhythmic tremor, of the intention type. There is considerable ataxy in this limb on, for example, trying to touch her nose with the finger. Writing is impossible, and has not been performed with the right hand for thirteen years, but she is able to do her hair, &c., fairly well ( normal. Occasional slight nystagmus on looking to the right. The palate is normal and she swallows without difficulty. There is no atrophy of the tongue. With the exceptions of the facial spasm and the constant movements of the tongue the cranial nerves present no abnormality. Reflexes: Arm-jerks exaggerated, more so on the right side; knee-jerks exaggerated; ankle-jerks normal; plantars flexor; abdominals not elicited. The sphincters are normal. There is no abnormality in the sensory system. The heart and viscera are normal. Blood-pressure, 140 mm. Hg. Urine normal. There is no enlargement of the liver. The condition is obviously due to some extra-pyramidal disease, and the lesion is probably situated in the red nucleus.
